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Suzannats Story As Compel

By
Chris Bird

THE CONCEALED HANDGU|

Al t hough many of us have heard Suzannfa C

ria shooting in which her parents were murdered, it is a compelling reminder of why we

guns and take responsibility for our own safety.
Suzanna was the keynote speaker at the banquet at the 2010 TCHA annual confere

Kerrville.
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It was a sunny fall day in 1991 when [Suz

Cafeteria in Killeen for lunch with her parents. They had finished eating and were chatti
when a pickup crashed through a window about 15 feet from her.

ng

Her first thought was: AOh my God, whpat

But the driver got out of the truck and began methodically shooting the customers. Q
this be a robbery, was Suzannads next f

ould
h o

AHe was simply walking from one persopn t

She and her father, Al Gratia, turned the table on its side and with her mother took ¢
behind it. She reached for her purse where she used to keep a small revolver.
Al remember thinking, | 6ve got this
But then she remembered that some we

of my life.
Cont. on page
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THE CONCEALED

HANDGUN

The Concealed Handgun is published
monthly for the benefit of members to prov
news and educational information of mut
interest. The association is not responsible
unsolicited manuscripts or photograp
Comments or opinions expressed in-limged
text should not be considered official views
the association, its officers, or directg
Members are invited to submit material
publication to the following mailing address
Submit articles to George Pena 6873 TX. H
55 Uvalde, TX 78801
The Texas Concealed Handgun Association
membership organization. Its objectivaad
purposesare to promote the continuation a
improvement of the Texas Concealed Hand
(CHL) Law; represent the standards
concerns of members to the general pu
news media, Department of Public Safety
legislators; to promote responsible firea
safety and ownership; to provide -curr
information to members about the laws, les
plans and topics related to the Conce
Handgun License program; to promote h
standards of instruction and training; and
support the right of responsible, law abid
citizens to own, keep and lawfully car
firearms for personal protection.

Association Officers
PresidentRick Mackey

Exec. VicePresidentGeorge Pena
1st Vice-President: Larry Feille
2nd Vice-President: Bill Titus
Secretary: Bill Titus

Treasurer: Ron Ryle

Board of Directors

Lawrence E. (Larry) Arnold, Kerrville
Christopher J. Bird, San Antonio
Rick Mackey, Dallas

Dean McCormick, Cedar Park
Larry Feille, Dallas

Frank Niemiec, Crosby

Merle Niemiec, Crosby

George Pena, Uvalde

Bill Titus, Ropesville

Newsletter Editor: George Pena

i

ASSOCIATION ADDRESS/
i PHONE NUMBER

for The address and phone number for the Texas Concealed Hza
sAssociation is listed below. Any members needing to contact the
Association with questions regarding membership, merchandi
Pbther Association business should leave a detailed (name, phon
°number and what you are calling about) message. We will 1
ryour call as soon as we are able.
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please call Texas Department of Public Safety at: (800) 2B444.

If you have legal questions or questions regarding your CHL
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At that time there was no provision for Texans to carry handguns fedefelisé no concealed carry.
Afraid she might be caught and | ose her chiropr @
leave it in her car.

Her father decided he had to do something before the gunman killed everyone. Despite Suzanna try,
hold him down he got up and charged the shooter. The man saw him coming and shot him in the chest.

fAs dreadf ul as it sounds, | basically wrote
She wondered what could be so wrong in this
ASometi mes evil just exists in this world, o

She heard someone break a window, grabbed her mother and ran towards the escape route. When
outside she turned to say something to her mother but her mother had not followed her. She learned afterw
police that her mother was cradling her father 0S5
then down at her dying husband. The man put a gun to her head and shot her.

She and her husband had just celebrated th€w4&¥d di ng anni ver sary and
Suzanna said some police officers were having a meeting at a nearby hotel when the shooting started. The
ment of the hotel requested that the officers leave their guns in their cars in case other guests became uncd
in the presence of armed officers. This contributed to the delay in police reaching the scene.

The shooter killed 23 people before putting a gun to his head and killing himself.

il wasnét mad at the guy who did it. You don
hel | at my |l egislators who |l egislated me out of

Since the Lubyés shooting, there have been m
said. But none of them have occurred where it is legal for ordinary citizens to carry guns.

By insisting that some areas be gun free, fAw

After the shooting when she was being asked for interviews by the media, she took the advice of Ne
strong Second Amendment advocate and former NRA official. He told her to grant radio and television inter
everyone, even the sleaziest because they would give her a chance to reach people she could not reach in
way.

She hoped thathernewbdekr om Lubyés to the Legislature,
would reach Athe bonbon eating sofa sitters. o

il would |Iike the book in some of those peop

After the banquet, Suzanna signed copies of her book and was awarded an honorary membership i
Afternoon Speaker

Erwin Ballarta was first to speak after lunch. He is a retired Texas DPS officer now with Capitol Strategic Operatiarie H
about the development and management of defensive tactics up close and personal.
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He said the outcome of a fight is usually determined in the first 10 seconds. Fights usually start with a blow to the face

followed by both combatants fighting it out on the ground. He illustrated his talk with stark video from the dash camera;s
Highway Patrol cars. One showed a female trooper being knocked to the ground by a large motorist. The man then ref
smashed her in the face with his elbows.
Another clip showed a Trooper Storm being shot multiple times after stopping a vehicle. In an interview with B
Storm admitted that he beat himself up for about six months for allowing the attack to succeed. He received a lotrof cri
both good and bad following the incident. Both clips showed how quickly an incident can turn violent.
ATactics are great but violence rules, o Ballarta
At the banquet he too was awarded an honorary TCHA membership.

Alan Korwin of Bloomfield Press and author ofthee x as Gu n O mepoded dnsthe @cDomdld versus Chi-
cago case. As author and publisher of gun law books he was able to get a seat in the Supreme Court when the case W
March 2.

Following the Heller case in which the Supreme Court ruled that the Second Amendment guarantees an indivi
the McDonald case will determine whether the Second Amendment applies to the states and thus the cities within then
has some of the worst restrictions on firearms, particularly handguns.

Cont. on page
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The case for making the states subject to the Second Amendment was argued relying on two clausés in the [14
Amendment. Alan Gura, the lawyer representing McDonald and the Second Amendment Foundation, chose the Privjleges and
Immunities clause which the justices seemed to reject. He was continually interrupted by questions from the justices

The NRA asked the court for some of Gurads time |Jand w
Process clause to apply and his argument was much better received, Korwin said.

iThe NRA saved our butt, o he said.

Korwin predicted a five/four win when the court rules in June.

As well as updating us on the Chicago case, Korwin received a standing ovation for an address he called THe Ameri-

can Way.

He said: fAThe American Way is hard worKk. 't is kleepin
property, and the sanctity of a contract between people. It is the idea that you and you alone own the fruits of ydtislapors.
the idea of paramount i mportance of self ownership. |[You a
king doesndt own you. The state doesné6ét own you. Yoy own

Walt Cleveland, a criminal defense lawyer from Fort Worth and a former Dallas police officer, urged members to
keep an eye on the election of judges and sheriffs. They are responsible for interpreting and enforcing the laws.ddegited a
where the Supreme Court overturned a mandéds convictidgn aft
an affair.
If you use a gun in setlefense, you should expect to go to jail, require a bail bondsman and need a lawyer, Jeveland

said.
AiCops will lie about what they have in evidence,[0 he
He advised people who have just been involved in a shooting incident not to make a statement until they haye con-
sulted with a | awyer. He suggested they say somet hing |ik

present. 0

Alice Tripp, the Texas State Rifle Association lobbyist to the Legislature, said the state has seen a steady improve-
ment in conditions for gun owners in general and concealed handgun license holders in particular.
However, TSRA is still pushing for a law to allow employees to lock their guns in their vehicles while parked |n their
empl oyersdé parking |l ots. The association is also pergdhing
handguns concealed on campuses.
She noted that the last legislative session took away the penalty for not proffering a CHL to a police officer when
asked for identification. The requirement is still there but the penalty has been withdrawn.
Tripp also warned that instructors qualifying Texans for a Utah concealed carry license instead of getting thel Texas
CHL could cause problems for everyone.
During the banquet, Tripp was asked to come to the front where TCHA President Rick Mackey said a check [for $500
would be sent to TSRA for her use in her job as lobbyist.

Bill Davison, owner of Tac Pro Shooting Center and a generous supporter of TCHA, was stung when someohe at the
morning fun shoot called his9 mmsemut o a fApoodl|l e shooter. o0 He took hif|s opp
round.

Twice, he said, the Germans had ravaged Europe with 9 mms and there were no complaints about its effectjveness.
He emphasized that bullet placement in the car diwoccarrggcul ar
twentyt wo, 0 he sai d.

He said the first rule for a defensive handgun is that it should function every time. He said that if you carry a fon-
cealed handgun you should be able to draw from concealment, fire three shots in three seconds at 10 yards and hit §he cardio-
vascular triangle with each shot.




CHL INSTRUCTORS!!
EARN EXTRA $$$$$$35$$!

CHL instructors, earn extra income while training your stu-
dents. CHL PROTECTION PLAN offers you the ability to do
just that while offering your students an excellent and afford-
able benefit to protect their finances if they are involved in a
self defense shooting.

For more information, please contact Rick Mackey at
866/8519744 or email tormackey@chlpp.com

Texas Concealed Handgun Association Member

MembershiDrive

Therebs a new program in effect
a new member. It goes like this. You can sign up anyone, send in the m
ship fee of $20.00 and receive a $5.00 rebate in the mail. Sign up as m
you like. Just put your name on bottom of their application to assure y(
the credit.

Did You Know. . ..

€. that t he as-4raeephominumbear (1 B6& SbGly) thabdan be used for merchand
orders? If you need fast service for the books, videos, lesson plans and other materials that the
tion keeps in stock, just call! We can usually ship items within a day or two.

€. that you -reephoneswenbdrto enetv anddate your membership? You do not
have to find a stamp and make time to get to the post office. You may call in your membership {
and renewal, although instructor members will still need to fax or mail a copy of their instructor ¢
cate for our files and for newsletter and website listings.

éthat we are giving free shipping on a val
firearm should al so be Taarvrejiem s Gulihe 2 ®O §
FiftyStatee i s avail able for i mmediate shipment
accurate summary of each stateds transport
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Message from thePresident

officers of our association are volunteers. They pay their own way to board meetings, which last two

My hat is off to all of you as we are blessed to have such a wonderful team.

Article Submission by Members

from students, pictures at the range, or just to keep us up on the new gun you just acquired.
| want to hear from you.
Send all articles to: bulldog @gpena.net

A Friendly Reminder to Instructors

Remember that starting in June, 2010 all/l
photobés in their packet s.

Treasureros Not e

We are currently involved with the Handgun Instructor Classes in Austin and are
pleased with the results of Ken Theaker and his associates. They are generating a
significant number of new members for us and continuing good public relations with
the DPS personnel and students. Sales of the Power Point software, lesson plans,
shirts, caps, books, videos etc. are going well. Efforts are being made to ensure we
have adequate inventories of all items. Our Certificate of Deposit and Savings Ac-
count are, as of June 15th. still in place. We have money in our checking account and
all bills are current. Should you need additional info, let me know. Ron

CHL MUST READ! Sign Up Today!

11 last vou can know that vou will have 862|e8a;e:‘ %al7|44

financial peace of mind if vou are involved

or
in a self defense action involving the use of Visit Our Website
www.chipp.com

vour handgun and have a current concealed

handgun permit.
O |
CHL Protection Plan provides vou with .

protection in your defense through the

Grand Jury process with No Deductible,
and Competent Criminal Defense CHL
Protection Plan

Attorneys
- Protection In Your Defense

As the economy took a strong hit, we also have seen a dip in membership and sales. Please realizg that a

days

usually, all phone calls, internet services, anywhere we are represented is done for the belief in our dause.

Any member should feel free to submit an article of interest to the newsletter. Whether it be hard questions




DPS Instructor Classes

ANot only the heat in Austin was hot g, bu
tors classes were hot as well.

Due to the demand of new Texas Concealed Handgun instructors, Texas Deparfment of
Public Safetyfirearms training division scheduled four classes to handle this deniduey.
classes were held in Austin at the Howard Johnson Hotel at Research & IH35 Sexgh.
are the Afast factso concerning one of th
our members see the trends in our industry.

June 1'i 4™, 2010 had 110 new instructors, a mix of all types of folks, rural areas &[the

big cities were represented as well. Ages were mixed as well, young, middle age and sen-
iors. About ten percent were womeAdditional classes were held on JunelBf, 2010,

July 8"-8" 2010 & July 19239 2010. These classes will average 150 new instructor$ per
class.

AWhat were the water cooler topicso?, Mo s
most gun rights folks have been discussing since the eledilmright to keep and beaf

arms and the right to attain a Texas Concealed Handgun License was discussed by more
than a few who stopped by our tabMost new instructors were looking for teaching

tools to help provide the best concealed handgun class for their stutieat$CHA of-
ferings were popular, Texas DPS Approved
course TCHA Instructor shirts with the TCHA logo and instructor on the front were § must
have item.This group certainly paid attention to the Texas O#*8senters and now areg

ready to go out and teach Texas citizens on the concealed handgun course to attaih their
license. The rights of the legal Texas citizen are on the minds of most new instructqrs, and

more than a few are hoping to take these new skills and turn them into a profitable
ness.

Ken Theaker

TCHA member & NRA & CHL Instructor

pUSI-
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Texas Concealed Handgun Association

P.O. Box 116 « Ropesville, Texas 79358-0116
(866) 516-5117 « www.txchia.org

TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ANNOUNCES A

SUMMER PLANNING SESSION

1:00PM SATURDAY. JULY I7 THROUGH 12:00 NOON. SUNDAY. JULY 18
AT THE STAGECOACH INN IN SALADO. TEXAS

THIS SESSION IS FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. OFFICERS AND EVERY INTERESTED
MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION.

WE WILL BE CONSIDERING:
I. HOW ARE WE DOING SO FAR?
2. WHAT ARE THE FUTURE POSSIBILITIES?
3. WHAT KEY OBJECTIVES SHOULD WE ADOPT FOR THE NEXT THREE TO
FIVE YEARS?

YOUR PARTICIPATION AND INSIGHT IS NEEDED! PLEASE MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND!
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A PART OF CASTING THE FUTURE FOR OUR GROWING
ASSOCIATION. THIS IS THE TIME!

THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR PARTICIPATION: HOWEVER, ALL MEALS AND LODGING WILL
BE THE PARTICIPANT'S RESPONSIBILITY. RESERVATIONS AREN'T REQUIRED. BUT IT WILL
HELP US HAVE MATERIALS ON HAND FOR EVERYONE. IF WE KNOW YOU'RE COMING.

TO RESERVE A ROOM AT THE STAGECOACH INN CONTACT THEM DIRECTLY AT

STAGECOACH INN
401 S STAGECOACH RD. SALADO. TEXAS 76571
(254) 947-511
OR AT
WWW.STAYSTAGECOACH.COM




Smaller may be better, easier
George ABull dogo Pena

As | think you al/l may know, Il 6m a fi
carried a Desert Eagle, .50 cal. Three .44 magnums, two six inch barrels and one
eight. A variety of .357 magnums, countless .45 Autos and a Glock in .40 cal.
My last carry gun was an H&K USP in.45 cal. | put a tactical threaded barrel on it,
and it shoots flawlessly. | love it. After carrying big heavy guns for so long | was

just used to it.

Last week | was visiting a gunsmith friend of mine and he pulled out a Springfield
Armory XD .40 cal sub-compact and asked me what | thought of it. At first |
chuckled. My hand was bigger than this gun. Then after handling it | saw it was
just short, not smal/l. | didndét wast ¢
different things. After I left, | found myself thinking about that little gun more and
more. The next day | called him and told him | had to have it and would come by to
pick it up. After haggling with this old guy and drinking half a bottle of my Jack, we
agreed on a trade.

The next day | took fAshortyo, t hat 6s
she could do. | sent 400 rounds out the barrel without a single malfunction. 200
rounds of 155 grain and 200 rounds of 180 grain bullets from different manufactur-
ers.

At 25 feet the 155 grain bullets hit about an inch low. The 180 grain hit right on.

This is good enough for me. Short, built, and can shoot. Aaaahhhhh!

| went inside and called the guy who
shorty. Il n the mean ti me, | went thr
and found one that will work till Shorty's new one comes in. Hey, if the wife can
have a closet full of shoes, | can have one full of holsters. Now the real test comes.

Shorty is so |light compared to the #fAb
she wa stil
It It the start of a |l ong and beaut

o wm

S

rm |

my

ma k e
oug|

utt

| wi th me. she was with ne. :

I f oul




The Concealed Handgun

Moving & Shooting

By
Chris Bird

Moving and shooting, shooting and moving, are an essential part-oiefetfse
training.

waisthigh counter at the end of a shooting lane and remain still while shooting. Some e
prevent you from firing at full speed as you would if someone were trying to take your lif

If you have your own range or access to a range where realistic training is permitted
of your practice should involve shooting on the move.

less, according to FBI statistics. There are no comparable figures for civilians in gunfig
it is reasonable to assume that thefddt zone of maximum danger applies to us as well.

AAt this distance, he doesndt have to
of Thunder Ranch shooting school.

What can you do about it?

Maximize the distance to your attacker and minimize the target you present to him. \
can do this by backing up or moving sideways, preferably to cover that will stop whatevs
bad guy is shooting at you.

Backing up during an armed confrontation is not an indication of cowardice. It is com
sense and good tactics for three reasons:

It makes you harder to hit. You are moving and with each backward step, making
self a smaller target.

Luckily for the rest of us, most criminals are not good marksmen. There are e
tions. If you are a licensed gun carrier, your skill should exceed that of mostWw
be robbers, rapists and murderers.

Any witnesses to the confrontation will tell investigating police officers that you w.
retreating and trying to avoid a gunfight. This looks well to grand juries and pr|
cutors.

As with most shooting techniques, there is more than one way to move while sha

The method | like was taught to me by Bill Davison at Tac Pro Shooting Center.
Start facing your target at about five feet with your gun in both hands in the ready po
Your legs should be bent to bring your body lower than usual. Bring the gun up until the

from moving up and down as you back up. You should keep your sights nailed to the ta
You should be shooting as fast as you can make reliable hits on the upper torso area. Y
want to practice this a few times with an empty gun first.

It gives your superior skill a better chance to triumph over his willingness to shoot.

Cont. on page 11

Unfortunately many ranges, particularly indoor ranges, require you to stand behind a
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There may be occasions where tactically you may want to close the distance with your
Practice this starting at 15 feet and walking fast towards the target. Later you can run.

httacker

Again, your legs should be bent as you glide forward without bobbing up and down like ar] empty

beer bottle in the ocean.
| was taking a handgun course at Tac Pro a couple of years ago when we were required to r

In, gun

hand, from 25 yards to five yards then engage a figure target. The range is covered with gravel which ca

make running a challenge. As | was running | found my body was moving faster than my legs. As |
the severyard line | lost my balance and nose dived into the gravel. | skinned my elbows but kept
out of the gravel and between me and the target. | wasted no time opening fire, shooting until the t
Afdead. O

reache
the gun
Arget we

Although what | did was unintentional, it occurred to me afterwards that if no cover is available hug-

ging the ground is not a bad option while returning fire. It certainly made me a much smaller targ
had been while running.

bt than

If you run at right angles to your attacker you will be even harder to hit. You maybe heading for gover to
one side or other of your assailant or you may be just getting out of there ASAP. You can start by using the
same gliding walk used to advance or retreat. During this technique, your body will be facing towards the

cover and you will be watching your attacker over your left or right shoulder. If you ardnaigtied and

your attacker is to your left you will be able to use both hands on your gun. If the threat is to your right, you

will have to shoot ondhanded.

Start by crossing in front of your attacker at a range of 10 feet. Later move back to 15 feet. Oncqg you

have mastered these exercises and can keep all your shots in a paper plate you have made a signi
provement in your selfiefense skills.
But remember that in a real gunfight you may be moving but so may your assailant.

Chris Bird is a director of TCHA and author ©he Concealed Handgun Manual
6/17/10
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